
Given the wide range of backgrounds in the audience, my approach has been to 
produce a set of lecture notes in which there is something for everyone. Some 
material will be basic for many of the students. Some material will be at an 
appropriate level. And some material will be quite advanced. While some of you 
may not be ready to follow everything in the notes right now, the idea is that some 
day soon you will be. When that day comes, why not have some material at your 
disposal? Consider the following quote from one of my favorite books, Doctor 
Faustus by Thomas Mann: 
!
“To play the good family doctor who warns about reading something prematurely, 
simply because it would be premature for him his whole life long — I’m not the 
man for that. And I find nothing more tactless and brutal than constantly trying 
to nail talented youth down to its ‘immaturity,’ with every other sentence a ‘that's 
nothing for you yet.’ Let him be the judge of that! Let him keep an eye out for how 
he manages.” 
!
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